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“It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be 

subject again to a yoke of slavery” (Gal. 5:1). 
 

Introduction 

 The book of Galatians is considered by many to be of great doctrinal importance as it 

pertains to the Christian faith. Martin Luther, a German Reformer of the Reformation 

period, held the epistle in high esteem and foundational to the Gospel message of grace, 

which was the overarching theme of the Protestant Reformation. The Gospel of Grace is 

what sets Christianity apart from any other religion today. It teaches us that nothing we do 

can earn the gift of eternal life that has been provided to us through the death of Jesus Christ 

on the cross. As Ephesians 2:8 tells us, “it is by grace you have been saved,” and that 

salvation is a “gift” of God. This gracious gift of salvation is a message of freedom in 

Christ, as oppose to the Old Covenant, where man lived under the “law”. We have now been 

imputed with Christ’s righteousness, forgiven of our sins, and reconciled back to God 

through Jesus Christ. We no longer have to live under a works based 

salvation, but by faith, receive what has been done for us on the cross 

by Jesus Christ.  

 
   The book of Galatians is geared towards correcting doctrinal issues 

and coming against the Judaizers within the church of Galatia who 

were perverting and altering the gospel message of grace and causing 

much confusion throughout the churches in the region. In Galatia, the 

gospel message was beginning to spread to the Gentile believers, 

however, the Judaizers were teaching that Gentiles must be 

circumcised to become a Jew, and only then can they become a 

Christian. In other words, all Gentiles had to become Jewish in order to 

be saved. In addition, they taught that both Jews and Gentiles alike had to 
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Judaizers: Jewish 
leaders who 
preached that 
Christians must 
continue living 
under the law of 
Moses and the 
Jewish customs, 
even after the 
resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  
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continue living under the Mosaic Law, observing all ceremonies and restrictions (2:3-5, 11-

14; 3:3-5; 4:8-11, 21-31; 5:1-4; 6:12-13). As a result of their teachings, these Judaizers were 

undermining Paul’s apostolic calling and teaching, which ultimately would nullify the 

gospel message he had originally preached to them. Besides the book of Galatians, we get a 

glimpse of what these Judaizers were doing from the book of Acts, which tells us that they 

were trying to “draw away the disciples after them” (Acts 20:20).  

  
 In response to such events taking place in Galatia, Paul, who was zealous for the cause 

and message of Jesus Christ wrote a letter to the Churches of Galatia. Unlike Paul’s other 

letters, which typically begin with a salutation and commendations, Paul begins with a brief 

salutation and immediately addresses the issue at hand by stating, “I am astonished that you 

are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are turning 

to a different gospel—which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing 

you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.”  

Paul’s letter to the Galatians can be broken up into three different sections. First, in 

chapters 1-2, because of the Judaizers’ attempt to discredit Paul’s ministry and authority, 

Paul reaffirms his apostolic calling and authority as not coming from man but from Jesus 

Christ Himself (1:1), and his equal statues to the other twelve apostles. Second, in chapters 

3-4, Paul addresses how salvation and freedom from bondage and the law can only be 

obtained through Jesus Christ alone. And finally, in chapter 5-6, Paul addresses that the 

sanctification process within a believer’s life comes only through the Spirit, who brings 

freedom and life.  

 
 While the book of Galatians was penned many centuries ago, the fundamental truths that 

lie throughout the letter have much to say about the gospel message and Christian life today. 

We learn that our faith in Jesus Christ alone is what can save us from sin. We cannot earn 

our righteousness through any works or actions, and our acceptance comes from belief and 

acceptance of Christ’s gracious gift of salvation. Furthermore, our Christian walk is not one 

of legalism and bondage, but is of freedom through the Holy Spirit, who leads us and guides 

us into love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, and self-control (5:22-23). 
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Paul Author of the letter (1:1-6:18) 

Peter Leader of the church in Jerusalem (1:18-2:21) 
 

Barnabas Accompanied Paul on missionary travels 
(2:1-13) 

Titus Gentile believer and friend of Paul (2:1-3) 

Abraham Paul illustrated salvation through faith alone 
from the example of Abraham (3:6-4:22) 
 

False Teachers False Teachers: teachers who tried to draw 
the believers away from Paul’s teaching 
(4:17-20) 
 

Important People 



 6 

G
al

at
ia

ns
 

I: Greetings from Paul (1:1-5) 

II: Paul’s Amazement of how quick 
the Galatians have deserted Christ 

(1:6-10) 

III: Universal nature of Paul’s 
gospel alone (1:11-21) 

IV: Paul’s gospel set them apart of 
true believers in God through faith 

in Jesus Christ (3:1-4:31) 

V: Paul’s gospel provided them with 
a true freedom from sin and 

bondage through the power of the 
Holy Spirit (5:1-6:10) 

VI: Conclusion- truthfulness of 
Paul’s gospel (6:11-18) 
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Background Information 
Purpose Paul is urging the Galatians to 

reject the false teaching of the 
Judaizers and to continue in the 
true gospel, which he had first 
preached to them. 
 

Author The Apostle Paul. (1:1; 5:2) 

Date Paul wrote the book of Galatians 
around A.D. 49. 
 

Setting The letter was most likely 
written from Antioch of Syria to 
the churches in the political 
province of Galatia (central Asia 
Minor, modern day Turkey) in 
the first century.  
 

Places Galatia, Jerusalem, and Antioch 
of Syria 
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The Great Rescue 
Galatians 1:1-5 

For week of April 7 
 
 

 
Passage  “Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and 

God the Father, who raised him from the dead— and all the brothers with 
me, to the churches in Galatia:  Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to rescue 
us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” (Gal. 1:1-5) 

Main Point  In the first five verses of Galatians, Paul is immediately responding to  
  the Judaizers’ opposition to his authority, and presenting the origins  
  and the basic elements of the true Gospel message. 
 
Discussion 
 

1. Has there ever been a time when your leadership or beliefs were questioned or 
challenged? If so, what emotions did you feel? 
 
 
 
 
 
How did you respond to the individual(s) who challenged your leadership or 
beliefs? Upon reflection: is there anything that you would have done differently? 
Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Galatians 1:1 opens up with “Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by a man, 
but by Jesus Christ and God the Father”.  Paul is saying that he comes with a 
message from God. This greeting implies that the very words Paul writes carries 
the authority of Jesus Christ and God the Father, which elevates the power and 
authority of the Bible beyond the mere words of men. In view of this, how much 
priority and worth do you place on the Word of God on a daily basis?  Do you 
read the Bible knowing these are the very words of God? Explain.  
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3. Read some other of Paul’s introductions. What strikes you about Paul’s 
introduction versus the introduction to his other letters (see Rom. 1:1; 1 Cor. 1:1; 
2 Cor. 1:1; Eph. 1:1)? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. What are some major theological points that Paul makes in his description of the 

Gospel in verses 3-5? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

5. What does “grace and peace” feel like? Do you experience God’s “grace and 
peace”?  If so, why? If not, what can you do to increase your grace and peace? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6. What is the purpose of Jesus’ death? What difference does it make that God 

willed it to happen? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7. We have just looked at what Paul wrote, but notice what Paul did not write.  

Review some of the introductions to other letters (e.g., Rom. 1:1; 1 Cor. 1:1; 2 
Cor. 1:1; Eph. 1:1), what did Paul leave out in Galatians? 
 
 
 
 
 
Why do you think Paul does not include a prayer or word of thanksgiving? 
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8. Apply: How is the Holy Spirit speaking to you through this passage? What do 
you need to meditate on this week? How can you experience more of God’s grace 
and peace this week? 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Pray:  Take time to thank God for loving you so much that his will/desire is to 
save you from the bondage of this present “evil” age. Ask God to use you and the 
church to be “holy” examples of his kingdom this week. 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Announce: The Baptism scheduled for April 21 is postponed to later this Spring. 
If you are a believer and never been baptized, please contact Pastor Ethan or 
Grace Wong for more information.   Please attend the Sunday School class called 
“Leading your Kids to Christ” taught by Pastor Ethan Hedberg and Daniel 
Wassink this Sunday at 9 AM in the 2nd floor Conference Room. 
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No Other Gospel 
Galatians 1:6-10 

For week of April 14 
 
 
 
 
Passage  “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you 

to live in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—which 
is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into 
confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or 
an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we 
preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! As we have already said, 
so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than 
what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse! Am I now trying to win 
the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please 
people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of 
Christ.” (Gal. 1:1-5) 

Main Point  The entire gospel is at stake and Paul will defend that we believe in a 
gospel of grace, not works.  Any “gospel” that is grounded in grace and 
faith is no gospel at all! 

 
Discussion 
 

1. Describe how confrontational you are. Share an time when you were upset and 
confronted someone.  
 
 
 
 
 

2. At this point in all of Paul’s letters, he offers a word of prayer and/or an 
expression of their progression in the faith. Paul cannot wait to defend the gospel 
and correct bad theology.  Why is Paul so upset that he can’t even give a word of 
encouragement to their progress in their sanctification? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Read vs. 6-7.  Why is Paul astonished/amazed?  What are the Christians currently 
doing? 
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4. The Judaizers did not say that Jesus was unnecessary for salvation, but that you 
must add to what Jesus started. Have you ever heard something like this before? 
How would you respond to someone who says this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Some may argue that you can add other works to your salvation and still be a 
Christian (sort of like extra credit). But what does Paul say in v. 6 about those 
who have “turned to a different gospel”? (In other words, who have they 
deserted?)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can one be a Christian if they have deserted God? (See Galatians 5:4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Read v. 7. These false teachers caused trouble to the church by distorting theology 
and disrupting the church. Likewise, the gospel is a “stumbling block” and can 
offend some people. How do you know when the pure gospel is being a stumbling 
block or it is being distorted? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. We now see that the false teachers were distorting the gospel and destroying the 
church. The members of the church were deserting God and turning to evil. Paul’s 
first response is astonishment (v. 6). What was his second response (vs. 8-10)? 
What did he do? 
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What do you think about Paul’s desire to see them face judgment? Is it 
appropriate or inconsistent with the gospel and love of God? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Read verse 10. Do you care more about the glory of God being received by the 
whole world or that you are liked by men and women?  How does this play out as 
you share and defend the gospel?  How do you defend and share the gospel in a 
way that honors God and loves your unbelieving neighbor? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Apply:  What is the Holy Spirit speaking to you? What do you need to apply to 
your life? In what ways do you need to be bold and courageous?  
 
 
 
 
 

10. Pray: Pray that the purity of the gospel would be foundational in your life and our 
church. Pray that we would hold on tightly to the essentials of the gospel 
(salvation, etc.), but hold loosely the non-essentials (styles of worship, use of 
gifts, end time dates, etc.). Pray that we would be unified in the truth of the 
gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 

11. Announce: Remind your small group to attend “Leading your Kids to Christ” 
seminar at 9 AM.  Remember April 28: Two services at 9 and 10:30 AM and 
Woman’s Retreat May 3-5.  
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Calling Beyond Religion 
Galatians 1:11-24 

For week of April 21 
 
 
 
Passage  “I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not 

of human origin. 12 I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; 
rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ. 13 For you have heard 
of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the 
church of God and tried to destroy it. 14 I was advancing in Judaism 
beyond many of my own age among my people and was extremely 
zealous for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But when God, who set me 
apart from my mother’s womb and called me by his grace, was pleased 
16 to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, 
my immediate response was not to consult any human being. 17 I did not 
go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, but I went 
into Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus. 18 Then after three years, I 
went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas and stayed with him 
fifteen days. 19 I saw none of the other apostles—only James, the Lord’s 
brother. 20 I assure you before God that what I am writing you is no lie. 
21 Then I went to Syria and Cilicia. 22 I was personally unknown to the 
churches of Judea that are in Christ. 23 They only heard the report: “The 
man who formerly persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried 
to destroy.” 24 And they praised God because of me.” (Gal. 1:11-24) 

Main Point  God is at work in divinely calling us to know him and serve him. 
 
Discussion 

1. What were you doing when you were 18 years old? Were you preparing for a 
career? Are you doing that now or did things change and you are doing something 
else now? Explain the process. 

 
 
 
 
 

2. Read Galatians 1:11-12.  Paul says, “I want you to know, brothers and sisters…” 
which is a favorite formula that he uses to introduce an important point.  What is 
his important point and why does he feel he needs to say this now? 
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3. Read Acts 9:1-18 and Galatians 1:13-17.  Describe Paul’s career and how was it 
changed?  
 
 
 
 
 

4. Notice how the tone changes in verses 15-17.  What are the three stages of God’s 
grace in his life (v. 15-16a)?  How has God done the same in your life? 
 
 
 

 
 

5. In verses 15-16, Paul said he was called to preach the gospel to Gentiles. Read 
Jeremiah 1:5.  Much like Paul recounted, Jeremiah said he was called to be a 
prophet to the nations. If you were writing a letter to someone, what would you 
say God has called you to do/be? 

 
 
 
 
 

6. Apply: You may have not been blinded by a light while riding on your horse, but 
if you are a Christian, you have been called to serve God. How are you serving 
God? Is there anything in this passage that encourages your or renews your vigor 
to make his glory known to all the earth? 
 
 
 
 

7. Pray:  Pray for those who are persecuted because of the gospel and give them 
favor as they share about Jesus Christ. Pray for our church to realize they have 
been “set apart from birth” to know and serve God. May we live up to our calling. 
 
 
 
 

8. Announce:  Remember the Parenting Class, “Leading your Kids to Christ” at 9 
AM on Sunday, April 21 and 10:30 on Sunday, April 28. We are having two 
services on Sunday, April 28 (9 AM and 10:30 AM). Invite friends and neighbors 
to join you for worship. 9 AM will be a family service with nursery and toddler 
childcare. 

 


